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entities. Hence, he is also concerned with the internal affairs,
the developed and potential resources and power, the political
system and ways of life of the individual States, since they
determine their mutual inter-relations to a very great extent.
For centuries, most communities, whatever their form of
organization, were largely self-contained social and economic
units. Trade between them was mainly in luxury goods, and if,
for any reason, commercial intercourse ceased, the commu-
nities could survive without undue hardship being suffered
by the majority of their members. With the coming of the
Industrial   Revolution  and  its  associated   developments  in
productivity and circulation, that earlier phase passecTaway.
Since the opening of the nineteenth century, therefore, States
have become not only more highly organized internally, but
also  have  grown  more  closely  dependent   on  each   other
economically. During that period Britain and France enjoyed
immense advantages from their geographical positions, and
from their early start in the processes of national consolidation.
It was inevitable, however, that other States should evolve
along more or less similar lines to produce rivals, and the
competition between them for power destroyed hopes of the
success of isolationist policies, because the interests of the
competing Powers had become world-wide, yet all the States
of the twentieth century have attempted to safeguard their
individual interests by erecting barriers against each other.
International boundaries  became,   more  than  ever before,
trespass   lines   often   heavily   fortified,   but   possibly   more
important were the tariff barriers which every State put up to
safeguard its internal economy. The conflict between national
and international interests, which had been steadily growing,
was brought to a head. The two world wars broke down the
barriers temporarily, but in each post-war period reconstruction
was hindered by tariff policies.
It is clear that the chief obstacle to global political unity
is the existence of States which continue to exercise barrier-
like functions in the short-term interests of their inhabitants.
Abundant evidence of the recognition of this stumbling-block
is provided in the innumerable schemes which have been
put forward as means to overcome it. The mistake most of